STEVE LEIVAN

2011 RACE REPORT

WHAT/WHERE/WHEN: Round 7 Texas Off Road Nationals; Callisburg, TX;           

                                 September 3-4

MY BIKE: KTM 350 SXF

HOW IT ENDED:  3rd Super Sport (Saturday)



          5th Pro (Sunday)

BEFORE THE START: With no local races scheduled for the holiday weekend and most of the MORE staff taking advantage of the holiday and doing “non motorcycle” stuff, I decided to head to Texas and take in my first TORN race of the year. It was just over 400 miles which meant a 2 a.m. arrival time Saturday morning.

When I got up I found it to be very, very dry which meant it would be very, very dusty. I headed out for practice and the track layout was really fun but there was no getting around the dust issue. I rode three laps and had a few moments where I had had clean air and the track was obviously more enjoyable then.

After my laps, I watched the first three races – CJ in the 50 race; Joanna in the Ladies race; and Dad in the old farts race – and then got ready for the Super Sport race at 4:00 Saturday afternoon.

THE RACE (SATURDAY): It was quite obvious how critical the start was going to be and most of the guys lined up to the inside. I went further outside and hoped to drift around any first corner chaos. I don’t know if there was any of that or not, but someone jumped the start which kind of threw everyone off, I think. Somehow I managed to leave turn one in third which wasn’t bad – until we got past the part that had been watered.

The dust was thick enough when I got to the trail that I was just putt-putting for a little bit until the air cleared. Once I had clean trail I rode pretty hard but I was also riding by myself. The race was just an hour long so we did five laps and I was good until about a lap and a half to go when I started to have bike issues. I backed it down and made sure that I finished. Cheyenne Harmon won with Austin Henderson second and then me; so I was good with that.

I talked with Craig from Action Motorsports who was at the track with a stock of KTM parts and he hooked me up with what I needed to get ready for Sundays’ Pro race. A big “thank you” to him for helping me out – and for being there. I got my bike done Sunday morning and then waited for the dusty start to the Pro race at 2:00.

THE RACE (SUNDAY):  My start on Sunday wasn’t nearly as good as Saturday and that was disappointing since it was even drier on Sunday. I was seventh to the woods and couldn’t see anything. I actually ran off the trail and had to stop and wait for the dust to clear so that I could see where to go. That cost me another position.

The wind was blowing pretty hard and in the open stuff it would clear out enough that you could sort of race with some one. I got in behind Hoenshell and made it by him when he bobbled on a rocky off camber hillside just after the scoring lane. After that, I closed in on Richards and followed him until we got to the same spot and I used the same line to pass him. 

That put me in sixth and I had clean air but the front pack was gone. I rode hard laps from then on but mostly just maintained my position until midway through lap five when I caught up to Short, who had apparently yard-saled. He looked back and saw me and started to ride harder (and blow up every berm) and I tried to stay close enough to see. He finally got screwed up in some rocks and I slipped past him and into the last money spot. 

I rode the last lap and a half, still pushing, and ended the race in fifth; which I was happy with.

THOUGHTS & OBSERVATIONS: I think Hoenshell and I may have been the only Pro riders over 20 years old.

Once I got into clean air, my lap times were: 11:57, 11:55, 12:00, 11:57, 12:01, and 11:59.

Super big thank to Steph and her gang for taking care of us all weekend – again. It was good to see them - as well as all of our Texas friends (that never come see us)!

QUICKEST ON THE DAY: 1. Harmon (Hon); 2. Young (KTM); 3. Henderson (Kaw); 4. Ishmael (Kaw); 5. LEIVAN (KTM)

THANKS AGAIN FOR ALL OF YOUR SUPPORT!

SPONSOR LIST – HELPING ME MAKE IT HAPPEN
AIR GROUP RADIANT RACING :: KTM NORTH AMERICA

ARAI :: ATHENA :: BULLET PROOF DESIGNS 

CLOCKWORK :: DUNLOP :: ENDURO ENGINEERING :: EVS

 FAH-Q :: FASTWAY/PRO MOTO BILLET :: FLY

 HYDRAPAK :: LEOVINCE :: NGK SPARK PLUGS

NICHOLS ENTERPRISE :: OZARK FOAM INSEALATORS

 PIVOT WORKS :: PROUD SIS :: RACE TECH SUSPENSION REKLUSE :: RENTHAL :: SCOTT :: SILKOLENE 

SMS RACING :: SOURCE MX :: TIRE BALLS :: TSUBAKI

YELLOW WOOD PHOTOGRAPHY

