STEVE LEIVAN

2011 RACE REPORT

WHAT/WHERE/WHEN: Round 3 TORO; Denton, TX; December 11

MY BIKE: KTM 250 XC

HOW IT ENDED:  5th Pro - Overall

BEFORE THE START: After hearing that Texas got a bunch of rain the weekend prior and with reports from down South indicating that conditions would be “epic” at the Storrie farm, I was excited to head out of town on Friday night and see what round three of the TORO season had to serve up. With no one else wanting to ride this weekend (what is wrong with you people?) Dad and I packed my little pickup full of dirt bike stuff and landed at the race site at 1:30 a.m. Steph and her crew were there already so we climbed into a warm bed and waited for the “kid wake up call” about daylight.

I went out for practice at 11:00 on Saturday and found the dirt to be AMAZING! The track had a lot of the regular stuff for this place – grass track sections linked together with tight little woods sections. Some of the tights sections bordered on “ignorant tight”, but it was the first lap of practice so it was bound to get blown in a bit. I felt like the open stuff had a bit more flow than normal, but maybe that was because I was on a super flick-able two stroke?

Throughout the practice session, I did five laps and found that the tight sections were getting beat in and new lines were developing. Cole Kirkpatrick and I did a lap together and we switched bikes to check out each others set-up. I was surprised at how different the 250 felt from the 300 and we both agreed that my bike was running a bit lean. I adjusted the jetting, did another lap, was happy with my set-up, so I called it a day and headed over to watch the kids race.

We were the second race on Sunday, so that morning I headed out to look at the extreme sections and then watched the morning race. Our race started around 11:00 and the riding conditions were absolutely stellar – traction and temperature.

THE RACE: For one of the first times in a long time, I drew a good “gate pick” and was able to line up on the inside….instead of being in no mans’ land on the outside, like normal. Also, for one of the first times in a long time, I kick started my bike. While my reaction wasn’t much good, that inside line was huge as I went under the chaos and left the first turn in third behind Kirkpatrick and Vaughn.

Things got pretty sketchy then. Cooper Bailey went under me in turn two while Dalton Green went around me. About two turns later, Bailey lost the front end and then when we got to the woods, Dalton went sideways crossing a wooden bridge and off into the creek bed. He rode out of it and I give him a “10” for style. That put me back up to third behind the same two guys I started behind.

We got to the first alternate and both of those guys got hung up on the log and I went the long way around. Kirkpatrick was able to stay in front of me, but now I was up to second and I immediately started thinking too much and got incredibly tight. I gave way to Haydn Franklin and then tried to let him pull me along but, as soon as we got into the tight stuff, he was gone.

One by one, I would get caught up to, and one by one, those guys got by me. I lost two spots at the end of the lap when Bailey went down in an extreme section and I had to take the long way around and that put me clear back to ninth. The good part was that all of the going backwards loosened me up and I started riding better.

For the next few laps, I was in a pretty good race with Bailey, Vaughn, and Brian Storrie. One of the alternates was a muddy ditch crossing and the risk wasn’t worth the reward to me. I opted for the longer line around it and a couple of times I lost positions because of that but there were times I gained spots as well. I pitted after three laps and the pit area was basically a cluster because several of us were in there together.

I think I left the gas stop in eighth but quickly got around Vaughn when he got hung on a log. He hadn’t gassed yet so I knew that getting ahead of him before he did so, would be pretty big. I caught Cameron Kirkpatrick and dogged him until I was able to get around when he got screwed up behind a lapped rider at “The Fridge”.

From there on, I was under constant pressure from Storrie. We were never more than a couple of bike lengths apart the final two laps and I had to really watch my lines and protect the inside. Our pace the final two laps was really quick and pulled us away from Vaughn and Kirkpatrick. We were both given a gift on the final lap when we got around Bailey, so our battle was for the final spot in the top five. Our last lap times were identical (20:00) and were faster than anyone else’s final lap. 

I had a really good time and was happy to be in the top five considering how deep the talent field is right now in TORO.

THOUGHTS & OBSERVATIONS: Cole was killing it again but ran out of gas on his final lap. He was able to get fuel and still finish third (only three guys went got out for lap seven before the checkered flag came out). With a lap to go he had two minutes over Ishmael. The kid is rolling.

The track got pretty rough with a lot of ruts and some holes. My bike worked great and I felt really comfortable the last half of the race. Now that I feel confident on the two stroke I am going to try some different things with suspension and jetting and see if I can find a few more seconds here and there.

I am planning to spend the week before Christmas, in Texas, riding everyday with my friends down there. Really looking forward to getting away and just “riding”. However, there will be work involved, as the purpose behind the trip, is to improve. Always happy – never satisfied. 

QUICKEST ON THE DAY: 1. Ishmael (Kaw); 2. Ramsay (KTM); 3. Kirkpatrick (KTM); 4. Franklin (KTM); 5. LEIVAN (KTM)

THE NEXT WHAT/WHERE/WHEN: Round 4 TORO; Callisburg, TX; January 8

THANKS AGAIN FOR ALL OF YOUR SUPPORT!

SPONSOR LIST – HELPING ME MAKE IT HAPPEN
AIR GROUP RADIANT RACING :: KTM NORTH AMERICA

ARAI :: ATHENA :: BULLET PROOF DESIGNS 

CLOCKWORK :: DUNLOP :: ENDURO ENGINEERING :: EVS

 FAH-Q :: FASTWAY/PRO MOTO BILLET :: FLY

 HYDRAPAK :: LEOVINCE :: NGK SPARK PLUGS

NICHOLS ENTERPRISE :: OZARK FOAM INSEALATORS

 PIVOT WORKS :: PROUD SIS :: RACE TECH SUSPENSION REKLUSE :: RENTHAL :: SCOTT :: SILKOLENE 

SMS RACING :: SOURCE MX :: TIRE BALLS :: TSUBAKI

YELLOW WOOD PHOTOGRAPHY

