STEVE LEIVAN

2012 RACE REPORT
The last month or so has been pretty wide open and fairly chaotic and hasn’t resulted in very much time at home or in front of a computer. This is a brief run-down (at least for a Leivan report) of what has been going on in my racing world.

JANUARY 22; TORO ROUND 5; BONITA, TX – This race is probably the longest running event on the TORO calendar and is also the most “different” race on the TORO calendar. It’s very high speed and very rough and quite the handful for two hours. There were 18 Pro riders which meant a stacked class (just like the rest of the TORO races have been).

I started about eighth or so and then shuffled myself back a couple spots in the first couple of miles through what I consider the sketchiest section. After battling with Dalton Green the first lap I was able to break free from him and then just put in the miles. My hand guard bolt came out early in the race, which made fighting that thing a pain, but I doubt it slowed me down all that much. I ended up pitting twice for gas since the track was 15 miles long and I was worried about making it two laps.

Overall, I had a clean ride with just one crash and fortunately that was in the soft powdery sand. I ended up finishing 9th.

JANUARY 29; NEPG ROUND 1; SUMTER, SC – I was pretty pumped for the first National Enduro of the year and excited to see that the conditions were nearly perfect. 

While the track was good, the fuel that we bought was NOT. My bike started pinging in the second test (once the Missouri gas ran out and the South Carolina gas went in) and never really got better until the final section. On top of that, I didn’t really ride all that well. I was incredibly tight and seemed to fight it almost all day.

The final section was an improvement and I was able to ride better but it was far too little far too late. I finished 6th in the +30 “A” class which was about three spots below my goal. It was still an enjoyable weekend although I plan to be closer to the front in the future.

FEBRUARY 5; TORO ROUND 6; POOLVILLE, TX – My van had a wheel bearing go bad on the way home from South Carolina so when I got home from work on Friday, it was van-fixin’ time. That meant a later than normal departure and a 3:00 a.m. arrival in Texas.

The track was “weird” in practice but came around by the time we raced on Sunday. We had the gas situation under control this time (and I think I may have been fighting this all along) and my bike was amazing. My start was not amazing, well, maybe it was. I AGAIN got collected in a first turn pile-up and again with Cooper Bailey and Caleb Ramsay – I think that is three out of six times with those guys this season. Amazing?!

From there I was pretty much riding solo the whole way. I felt like I rode “sort of” hard but I could tell for sure that I was lacking intensity. I think I was just kind of bored riding by myself again and didn’t have the focus. I crossed the line in 8th amongst the Pro guys.

FEBRUARY 11; ENDURO X; GUTHRIE, OK – There is a new series of EnduroX events going on in Missouri and Oklahoma this winter and as it turns out, this is the only event that doesn’t conflict with something else that I have going on. Since the weather was going to be cold and nasty, racing indoors seemed like a great idea.

The track was excellent with a good mix of chaos and flow, but the lap times were long which resulted in long moto’s and plenty of fatigue. I did double duty by riding the Open Money and Pro classes and got more than enough track time.

I won both of my heat races and the main event in the Open Money class. The main deal was the Pro class and I was stoked to get a heat win and first gate pick for the final. I got a good start behind Matt Crouch and Dylan Murdoch and at the start of lap two I got around Murdoch and into second. I stumbled in the rocks two laps in a row and Tucker Smith got around me and we battled all the way to the end for second. The kid got me by riding a great race.

I had a really good time at the EX and it was fun to do something different.

WHAT ELSE –  My bike(s) are working good and I am having fun on them. I got back on the 350 four stroke for the EX round and didn’t feel like I had missed a step. 

My travel partner Andrew Smith went to all of these races with me except for the EX. He jacked up his ankle at the last TORO race and decided to take the weekend off since stuff picks back up and gets pretty busy the next few weeks.

I doubled up as race mechanic for the National and the Poolville TORO by prepping Cole Kirkpatricks bike for him. It was good to see him have two good rides and not have anything fall off of go wrong after I spun the wrenches for him. He was top 15 at the National, won the TORO, and clinched the TORO title. He and I are the only guys to win TORO championships more than once.

This weekend we have the second round of the National Enduro series. Andrew, Todd Corwin, and I are on row 57 for this one. It’s been a longtime since I have raced in Georgia so I’m looking forward to riding someplace new.

The next weekend we have the Off Road Cup 9 hour team race in Mississippi on Saturday and then we will drive to Alabama for the OMA Nationals opener on Sunday.

The following weekend were back in South Carolina for the third round of the National Enduro series, this time we are on row 88 (bummer). Planning to make the very best of it.

If you are looking for races in the Midwest this year, check out www.racemore.net ; we’ve got a killer schedule with great tracks to ride and loads of fun for everyone.

THANKS AGAIN FOR ALL OF YOUR SUPPORT!

SPONSOR LIST – HELPING ME MAKE IT HAPPEN
KTM NORTH AMERICA

ARAI :: BULLET PROOF DESIGNS 

CLOCKWORK :: DUNLOP :: ENDURO ENGINEERING 

 EVS :: FAH-Q :: FLY 

FREEDOM CYCLES :: LEOVINCE

 NGK SPARK PLUGS :: NICHOLS ENTERPRISE

 PIVOT WORKS :: PROUD SIS

RACE TECH SUSPENSION :: RENTHAL 

 SILKOLENE :: TSUBAKI :: VERTEX

