STEVE LEIVAN

2010 RACE REPORT

WHAT/WHERE/WHEN: Round 6 National Endurocross; Las Vegas, NV; November 20

MY BIKE: WR290

HOW IT ENDED:  5th Vet Main

BEFORE THE START: The National Endurocross series came to a conclusion this weekend in Sin City and for me, it was a frustrating weekend. Just like in recent years, the amateur class national championships are decided in a one race, winner-take-all, four minute shootout. There are no points at stake and no points leads to establish. There are no second chances and no next weekends. It comes down to right here, right now, and you either win or you don’t.

Having been through this deal before, I knew full well how it could turn out. Endurocross is sketchy at best and there are so many things that can happen, that this one race is basically a roll of the dice. Nonetheless, it was time to do it again so we headed out west on Wednesday night to give it another shot.

After a stop in Oklahoma early Thursday morning to buy a battery and then an alternator, we were again on our way. Dad and I arrived in Vegas around midnight and met up with Steph and Jarod who had flown in earlier that day. Friday was spent just hanging out until I saw the big puddle of fork oil under my bike and realized I had some unplanned maintenance to do. By dark, I had all of my work done.

We ate with the Herndon’s (big thanks for the meal, guys!), hung out in the casino for a while and bench raced, and by 11:00 I was in bed. I was up again early Saturday and unloading the van to get ready for 9:00 practice.

The Pro qualifiers didn’t go very well and I was on the ground more than I should have been. Sometimes I got there alone and sometimes I had help from other riders who need to take some chill pills. Taking yourself out and losing a chance at a transfer spot isn’t exactly well thought out race strategy.

Needless to say, I didn’t qualify for the Pro night show but I did get to listen to Hollywood (South) hack on me for getting beat by “his” rider Maria Forsberg. She still owes me an autographed poster by the way!

For the night show the track was run in reverse and before practice they watered the thing what seemed like wayyyy, too much. I never got a clean lap in during timed practice and ended up with the seventh gate pick – which was still better than last years back row spot. The rock section was a disaster but the rest of the course was typical EX. Get a start, get through the rocks, get the #1 plate. Easier said than done.

THE VET MAIN RACE: The Vet class was pretty much stacked. Dennis Sweeten had won the Washington and Colorado rounds, Martie Wells won the opener in Vegas, I won in Indiana, Kurt Nicoll was in, along with a couple of other fast guys. Then throw in Ty Davis, Tod Sciacqua, and Jimmy Lewis who all qualified earlier in the day as well as a couple of others, and someone who was a potential winner was going to go home with eighth!

I took my outside spot and a couple of deep breaths and got after it. It seemed like I was fourth or so exiting the first turn and then I went wide in the second turn and nearly got stuck and an overly watered section of the course and dropped back a bit. We got to the rock section and I pretty much just banzaied into it and made it through. I think that got me back to fourth again.

Then coming into that stupid mud section, I got hung up on the log and either by myself or with some help, fell over in an “awkward to get going again” position. I have no idea how many spots I lost that time but it was more than I could make up. That same lap I got through he rocks and made up some places but the third lap I got hung up forever.

I kept riding hard but I knew that with just a lap left that there was nearly zero chance of a podium finish, much less a championship. In the end I finished fifth - and frustrated.
THOUGHTS & OBSERVATIONS: I don’t like a one race championship. Maybe they should try that with the Pro class and see what kind of response they get.

Aside from my racing, I had a great time and I got to meet a lot of people and see others that I haven’t seen for a while.

Thanks to Lynn and Justin at Fastway/ProMoto Billet for being there and helping me out the last couple of years! 

Good to see the Silkolene/Athena Jim’s again as well! 

And Patrick and the Rekluse crew!

Another huge shout out to Stephanie for making our trip possible. I couldn’t do it without her.

I found out there are two Hollywood’s that wear orange shirts – North and South. I never got to hear how they are related though!

I met up with Ethan Goodrich who I raced with in 1991-1992. Haven’t seen him since back then and I can’t believe he recognized me. It was awesome to see him again.

Don’t know about EX next year. The series is moving west it seems  - WA, ID, CA, NV, CO, and IN. That’s probably 15,000 miles right there. Maybe someone will start a Midwest EX series…

Still have a couple of  things I am working on for 2011. I’ll wait till the press release goes out though.

QUICKEST ON THE DAY: 1. Davis (Hus); 2. Sciacqua (Kaw); 3. Nicoll (KTM)

THANKS AGAIN FOR ALL OF YOUR SUPPORT!

SPONSOR LIST – HELPING ME MAKE IT HAPPEN
ALLIANCE - ARAI - ATHENA - CLARKE - DP BRAKES - DUNLOP 

EVS - FAH-Q - FASTWAY - FLATLAND RACING
 FLY - HOT CAMS - HYDRAPAK  - LEO VINCE - NGK 

OZARK FOAM INSEALATORS - PIVOT WORKS

PRO MOTO BILLET – PROUD SIS - RACE TECH SUSPENSION

 REKLUSE - RENTHAL - SCOTT - SILKOLENE
SOURCE MX - SPORT CYCLES - TIRE BALLS

TSUBAKI - YAMAHA MOTOR CORPORATION
