STEVE LEIVAN

2011 RACE REPORT

WHAT/WHERE/WHEN:  Round 5 Forward Motion HS; Big Springs, KS; May 30

MY BIKE:  KTM 350 SXF

HOW IT ENDED:  2nd Overall

RACE INFO:  I really had no intentions of racing during the Memorial Day weekend, but after see a Monday race on the FMHSC schedule in Kansas - as well as "advertised" primo conditions - I thought it sounded like fun. I needed some seat time as well and I wanted to test a couple of things, so on Monday morning I headed to the flat land.

I realized why Dad always drives TO the races - because his son sucks at following directions. After a few detours and screw ups, I got to the track about an hour before the start. Quickly, I got my gear on and headed out for a sight lap. What I saw was a million turns and some primo dirt. The track was pretty fun and my only concern was my back; it’s been giving me about as much trouble as I can remember in the last few years.

I finished my practice lap 10 minutes before the start and hurried to get filled up with water, fuel, and tear offs. What a circus! I shoulda left Sunday night to get to the track. By the time I got to the line, I was on the far inside with a straight shot into the tall weeds that ran alongside the wide open start straight. Luckily my bike didn't start when the gun fired and I took off alone and avoided the chaos in turn one.

By the time we got to the trees, I was in the top five and soon after I was top three. I was tentative with my back and not really riding like myself early on, Just kind of staying with the pack and trying to loosen up. By lap three I was in second and starting to chip away at Nick Plesa's lead. I caught him on lap four and took over when he botched up a fast section.

I kind of settled in at that point - which was probably a mistake. I was feeling pretty good and my back wasn't much of a concern so I wish that I had stayed with the pace I was running. Nick stayed right with me and soon Dale Rector caught up as well.

On the fifth lap, I washed the front end out and fell over; which was bad enough, but picking the bike up was worse. I lost probably 20 seconds to those guys and rode hard to reel Rector back in by the end of the lap. I got around him at the end of the long straight just before the white flag.

That would be as far as I would get though. Plesa had a quick pace and I didn't make up any time the last lap and came in 15 seconds behind him. All in all, it was a fun race and I'm glad that I went. I even got a cash bonus for the fastest pass through the speed trap - 71 mph. But, the bonus did NOT pay the chiropractor bill the next day. Oh well. 
THE NEXT WHAT/WHERE/WHEN: ???
THANKS AGAIN FOR ALL OF YOUR SUPPORT!

SPONSOR LIST – HELPING ME MAKE IT HAPPEN
AIR GROUP RADIANT RACING :: KTM NORTH AMERICA

ARAI :: ATHENA :: BULLET PROOF DESIGNS

CLOCKWORK :: DUNLOP :: ENDURO ENGINEERING :: EVS

FAH-Q :: FASTWAY/PRO MOTO BILLET :: FLY

HYDRAPAK :: LEOVINCE :: NGK SPARK PLUGS

NICHOLS ENTERPRISE :: OZARK FOAM INSEALATORS

PIVOT WORKS :: PROUD SIS :: RACE TECH SUSPENSION REKLUSE :: RENTHAL :: SCOTT :: SILKOLENE
SMS RACING :: SOURCE MX :: TIRE BALLS ::
