STEVE LEIVAN

2011 RACE REPORT

WHAT/WHERE/WHEN:  Rd 12 Missouri Hare Scrambles; Lake Ozark, MO; Oct 2
MY BIKE:  KTM 350 SX
HOW IT ENDED:  3rd Overall

PRE-RACE:  Originally I hadn't even considered driving back from the Indiana NEPG to ride the MHSC event the next day at Lake of the Ozarks. But, since we were probably going to drive most of the night anyhow - and the Haynes and Henslee kids were going to do the double - I decided to join them. So we left Indiana at 5:00 Saturday evening and got to the race site at 2:30 a.m. I slept about an hour of the drive and then got to sleep-sleep about 3 a.m.

I was up at 8:00 and got stuff unloaded and ready to go. The moto track looked awesome so I was thinking it was going to be a cool race. That quickly vanished when I went out for practice and found dust, dust, loose rocks, dust, and some more loose rocks. Are you serious? I drove all night for this?
RACE INFO:  We did kind of an awkward "start behind the moto gate with a dead engine" deal and I was near the back of the pack. Luckily the moto track was in great shape and there were opportunities to pass so I worked my way up as quickly as I could. When we entered the dust cloud I was in fourth.

I pretty much just rode there until the end of the lap when we blasted up the river (and you could see) and I was able to pass Caleb Haynes for third. Macon Ezell was in the lead and had pretty much day-lighted us. Brock Busenbark was in second and was a good ways ahead of me as well. I rode in the dust for another lap until we hit the river and I tried to pass Busenbark. I couldn't get it done though, but I stayed right on him so that I could see going across a bean field and I was able to "out-gut" him and move into second.

The start of lap three was a circus. There was a silty hill climb a mile into the course that had a herd of guys stuck on it. I got wedged in between all of them and the trail was totally clogged up. The Pro class stacked up behind me as I kept my bike pinned trying to find my way to the top. I finally got there but lost some more time to the leader.

Late in the lap I missed an inside line going down a hill and gave Kole Henslee an easy way past me. Then Caleb Wohletz chopped off a corner in a grass section and dropped me back another spot starting lap four. I did manage to close in on Ezell and pass him before the check point though so I was back into third with two laps to go.

We were spread out by now and a lot of guys had dropped out so there wasn't nearly as much dust to deal with. I was able to pick up the pace and ride as hard as I wanted to ride - although I was NOT digging all the rocks rolling around! Late in the lap I caught a glimpse of Wohletz and I was able to close in through the river and the moto track. After that though, it was pretty sketchy.

 I got right on him down in a bottom where there was no dust and tried to slide around the outside crossing over the road but he had the inside and I had to shut it down in the dust again. I rode by brail for the next couple of miles hoping for the best but didn't have clean air again until the river. I buried the throttle and got past him but had trouble getting the bike to turn back into the woods. He was having the same trouble and we did everything except clean each other out. He got back ahead of me.

 I had one more chance in the last river section leading to the finish but I hit a soft spot and lost some momentum and couldn't make it happen. He edged me by a bike length for second while Henslee was another 35 ticks ahead.

THOUGHTS & OBSERVATIONS:  This was probably my last MHSC for this year. I only did four races and had a win, two thirds, and a fifth. Most every time I had the ability to run the pace so I feel good about that and know that I can still be in the mix when I show up at a hare scrambles.

Kole Henslee wrapped up the title and he has pretty much been killing it this year so hats off to the kid for becoming the new champion.

QUICKEST ON THE DAY:  1. Henslee (KTM); 2. Wholetz (KTM);  3. LEIVAN (KTM);  4. Haynes (Yam); 5. Busenbark (YAM) 

THANKS AGAIN FOR ALL OF YOUR SUPPORT!

SPONSOR LIST – HELPING ME MAKE IT HAPPEN
AIR GROUP RADIANT RACING :: KTM NORTH AMERICA

ARAI :: ATHENA :: BULLET PROOF DESIGNS

CLOCKWORK :: DUNLOP :: ENDURO ENGINEERING :: EVS

FAH-Q :: FASTWAY/PRO MOTO BILLET :: FLY

HYDRAPAK :: LEOVINCE :: NGK SPARK PLUGS

NICHOLS ENTERPRISE :: OZARK FOAM INSEALATORS

PIVOT WORKS :: PROUD SIS :: RACE TECH SUSPENSION REKLUSE :: RENTHAL :: SCOTT :: SILKOLENE
SMS RACING :: SOURCE MX :: TIRE BALLS ::
YELLOW WOOD PHOTOGRAPHY
