STEVE LEIVAN

2011 RACE REPORT

WHAT/WHERE/WHEN: Round 1 National Enduro (NEPG); Salley, SC; February 27 

MY BIKE: KTM 350 SXF

HOW IT ENDED:  3rd Vet “A” – 20th Overall

BEFORE THE START: The much anticipated start to the 2011 NEPG season got underway this past weekend in warm and sunny South Carolina. My entire “off season” has pretty much centered around getting the pieces in place to be ready for this first race.

Our journey in the new Air Group Radiant rig started on Thursday morning as Dad, Dale Rector, and I headed to the Southeast. We stopped off and spent the night at Hollywoods’ place in Atlanta on Thursday night and then headed to the race site from there. By Friday afternoon we had our pits set up and some of the other guys on the team had arrived.

Saturday was a busy day for me with several little projects and getting my personal stuff finished up. I had time that afternoon to spin a few laps on the practice track and after that I decided to switch tires on both ends. We put the bikes up and then sat down for some dinner and a Supercross. Good stuff!

THE RACE: Race morning came early and most of us on Team Air Group left the line on row 34. The first test was just four miles and I felt decent through there, pretty steady but lacking some intensity. I rode to the next test and I was able to attack that one (a 9.5 miler) a bit more and pick my own lines. I felt much better in that one.

The third test saw my only fall of the day when a big limb swung back at me after deflecting off of the guy in front of me. It speared me in the chest and cleaned me off the bike. I was up and going pretty quick but still suffered a few lost precious seconds.

We were at the halfway point and I talked to Dad and decided I needed to pick up the pace. I really had no idea how I was doing or what any of my times were, but I felt I could ride faster.

The last three tests I felt really good and my bike was working awesome. No big mistakes or major stumbles, just solid riding. Steward Baylor caught me in every test from the row behind me and each time I was able to hang on a little longer before he slipped totally away.

My goal for the race was a top five in the class but I really wanted to be in the top three. I was able to get that done and as a bonus I finished 20th overall. I was pumped to see that and excited to get the season rolling on a good note.

THOUGHTS & OBSERVATIONS: The KTM 350 is really, really good. I’m having a blast riding it.

Big thanks to Dad and Dale for all of their driving and help during the weekend. Dale had a good day and finished 8th in the Vet “A” class. He too, is digging the 3-5-0.

Hollywood NORTH and SOUTH – thanks guys! You sure are making this transition easy and fun! Is it 3:00 yet?

I wonder how many regional and national championships were represented in the Vet “A” class? I’m almost sure that number is over 70. That’s nuts.

It was really cool to see some of my sponsors there and get to talk with them – AirGroup, KTM, LeoVince, Rekluse, Enduro Engineering…….

Unbelievable hospitality from the locals and the staff. Dale and I lucked in to an amazing dinner on Friday night and one of the club members led us to his house so we could wash the rig without driving to town. Super nice folks and a super cool event. 29 land owners make it happen!

This coming weekend is the Off Road Cup race in Louisiana. Dale, Caleb Wohletz, and myself will be representing Team MORE in the Pro class. We are all excited about the race and hope to be major players.

QUICKEST ON THE DAY – VET “A”: 1. Watts (KTM); 2. Lafferty (Hsb); 3. LEIVAN (KTM); 4. Pasqua (Yam); 5. Hamilton (KTM)

THE NEXT WHAT/WHERE/WHEN: Off Road CupTeam Race; Shreveport, LA; March 5

THANKS AGAIN FOR ALL OF YOUR SUPPORT!

SPONSOR LIST – HELPING ME MAKE IT HAPPEN
AIR GROUP RADIANT RACING :: KTM NORTH AMERICA

ARAI :: ATHENA :: BULLET PROOF DESIGNS 

CLOCKWORK :: DUNLOP :: ENDURO ENGINEERING :: EVS

 FAH-Q :: FASTWAY/PRO MOTO BILLET :: FLY

 HYDRAPAK :: LEOVINCE :: NGK SPARK PLUGS

NICHOLS ENTERPRISE :: OZARK FOAM INSEALATORS

 PIVOT WORKS :: PROUD SIS :: RACE TECH SUSPENSION REKLUSE :: RENTHAL :: SCOTT :: SILKOLENE 

SMS RACING :: SOURCE MX :: TIRE BALLS :: TSUBAKI
