STEVE LEIVAN

2011 RACE REPORT

WHAT/WHERE/WHEN: Round 10 National Enduro; Mathews, IN; October 1

MY BIKE: KTM 350 XCF

HOW IT ENDED:  1st Vet “A” – 14th OVERALL

BEFORE THE START: To say that it had been a busy couple of weeks heading into the final National Enduro of the season would be fairly accurate. We had round five of the MORE series that I help promote two weeks ago, so I had spent about five straight days out there getting things lined up and ready to go. Then I ended up racing that event (and winning the overall) so I was pretty much run-down by the end of the weekend.

The next week I rode a couple of days doing sprints and working on technique. I decided kind of last minute to do the Missouri Hare Scrambles round that weekend but things didn’t work out all that great. I crashed at the start and had to play catch up on a track that I never felt comfortable with. I ended up fifth but had the pace to run better than that – possibly second without the first lap problems – so I did feel good about that.

This weeks National Enduro was a Saturday race so that meant heading out on Thursday afternoon after a FULL day of final prep on my two bikes (since I had decided to do another Missouri HS on Sunday) as well as a couple of the team bikes. By the time we had the trailer stocked, everything loaded, and got on the road, it was nearly 6:00 p.m. (and I was ready to get the hell out of town!).

We stopped in Springfield and picked up some tall goofy kid named Henslee who is supposedly “kind of a big deal”. I don’t really know much about him but we went ahead and let him ride along. Somewhere during the night we stopped to sleep and by 11:00 a.m. on Friday we were at the race site.

It was cold in Indiana! We had to break out the jeans, hoodies, and jackets while we washed the rig, set up the pit area, and finished the final work on the bikes. It had been raining so my main work consisted of switching to a set of Dunlop MX31’s front and rear.

THE RACE: Race morning was cool so I had on more gear than normal but once I was warmed up, the temperature was perfect for racing. Hunter Williams and Caleb Haynes were on row 28 with me so I was looking forward to a good ride with those guys since we are all similar in speed. We had a 9 mile test right at the start so when it was go time, it really was GO TIME.

Hunter blasted off with me right behind him and then Caleb. The conditions were insanely good. I couldn’t believe it! We did some fast woods and then buried the throttle across some fields for what seemed like forever. I stayed with Hunter for three or four miles before I lost the front end trying to pass a guy from an earlier row and Caleb went by. I followed him for a bit and he let me around and I rode the rest of the test pretty good.

The second test almost ended in total disaster for me. I glued myself to Hunter this time and felt like I was rolling. We came up to a ditch crossing that had a couple of guys stuck in it. Hunter plowed through it so I went the same way and SUNK! The mud was over the tops of the tires and I couldn’t move it. The fellow from Dirt Rider was stuck next to me (on Nick Fahringer’s bike) so I finally decided that we would have to team up. We fought his bike for a while and finally got it out and then went to work on mine. It took forever to get it out and that was after another rider jumped in to help. I felt like I had lost 10 minutes in that one spot.

However, the sun was shining on me this time. It turns out there was a section where a lot of guys got lost and the test ended up getting thrown out. I was back in it! I stopped before test three and got some clean gloves from dad and Allen Haynes while they cleaned off my controls and gassed me up while listening to me bitch. 

Test three was fun but had a couple of river crossings in it that kept you on your toes and could end your day if things went wrong. I was glad to not tip over in there although the second time across I did everything except tip over!

The fourth test flowed really well and I was able to hang on to Hunter for quite a while. We had several trips across the river in this one and I was happy to stay relatively dry and had a good time in that test (14th quickest). From there, we rode back to camp and got ready for the last loop. My front fender was tweaked from falling into a tree at a reset (!) so I changed it and headed out for the final two tests of the season.

There were a lot of logs in test five and when Hunter struggled to get over two that were close to each other, I tried to take a straighter shot at them and got hung in barbed wire. I laid the bike down and proceeded to unwind the stuff and eventually got going again. It cost me 45 seconds to a minute but it could have been far worse.

The last test was a riot. Caleb stayed right on me for seven or eight miles and we were just a few ticks off of Hunter. The trail was killer and I felt good (12th quickest). I even managed to catch and pass ole Grizzle in there (and I don’t care if he had trouble or not!).

In the end I was able to squeak out the class win by just two seconds (CRAZY) and finish a season best 14th overall. Hell of a good way to end the season!

THOUGHTS & OBSERVATIONS:  I finished the year second in the Vet "A" class. Tommy Pierce beat me by 10 points so hats off to him. I struggled early in the year but then found a happy place at round six and won three of the last five events. The last half of the season was definitely better for me and I felt like I was totally comfortable with the bike. It all ended on a good note.

Thanks to the Airgroup team for the opportunity to ride the NEPG. I really enjoyed the events and getting to help with the team. It was a cool year!

Nice job to all of the NEPG staff that keeps this thing organized and to all of the clubs for some cool races.

Thanks also to the guys that helped me out with the switch to the KTM - Ty Howard, Tracy Nichols, Brooks Hamilton, Brian Storrie, and of course Hollywood!

And a BIG thanks to Dad for all of his help & support again...and again!


QUICKEST ON THE DAY:  1. LEIVAN (KTM); 2. Maschino (Yam); 3. Donaldson (Yam) 

THANKS AGAIN FOR ALL OF YOUR SUPPORT!

SPONSOR LIST – HELPING ME MAKE IT HAPPEN
AIR GROUP RADIANT RACING :: KTM NORTH AMERICA

ARAI :: ATHENA :: BULLET PROOF DESIGNS 

CLOCKWORK :: DUNLOP :: ENDURO ENGINEERING :: EVS

 FAH-Q :: FASTWAY/PRO MOTO BILLET :: FLY

 HYDRAPAK :: LEOVINCE :: NGK SPARK PLUGS

NICHOLS ENTERPRISE :: OZARK FOAM INSEALATORS

 PIVOT WORKS :: PROUD SIS :: RACE TECH SUSPENSION REKLUSE :: RENTHAL :: SCOTT :: SILKOLENE 

SMS RACING :: SOURCE MX :: TIRE BALLS :: TSUBAKI

YELLOW WOOD PHOTOGRAPHY

