STEVE LEIVAN

2011 RACE REPORT

WHAT/WHERE/WHEN: Round 3 National Enduro; Kalgary, TX; April 3

MY BIKE: KTM 350 XCF

HOW IT ENDED:  4th +30 “A”

BEFORE THE START: After a devastating result at the Louisiana round of the NEPG, I was ready to get back on the right track with a solid result this week in West Texas. I spent the week prior getting the new 350 XCF prepped and fitted with sponsor products that make my life easier. By Thursday morning, the Air Group rig was loaded and we headed South in a cold rain. That rain lasted until Tulsa, but no further.

Dale Rector and Andrew Smith joined us on the trip and our plan was to be in Post, TX by Thursday afternoon for some riding/practicing/testing at the Kirkpatrick Ranch. However, I got a call Thursday afternoon that a fire had put those plans on hold so we instead headed to Cycle Shack in Lubbock and camped out in the parking lot next to the Husaberg truck.

Friday morning we aimed for the race site – which seemed to be in the middle of nowhere. We were there before noon and found dry and dusty conditions that none of us were looking forward to. The rest of the Air Group team arrived and they got after their maintenance chores while I finished up some things on my 250 XCF and headed to the practice track to break it in. The track was very short, very hardpacked, very dusty, and not very much fun. I found a rocky hill to play on for enjoyment.

Steph and her crew arrived Friday night and we had supper and bench raced. Saturday was spent hanging out and finishing up any loose ends. It was hot and windy the whole day and was supposed to get worse on both counts. About 1:00 in the morning the trailer started shaking when that wind showed up. We got up and took down the canopy rather than risk loosing the thing. Not the best plan for a full night of rest.

THE RACE: Race day morning always seems to come early and this time was no different. After doing an interview with the Mav TV guys, I got dressed, downed a Red Bull, and headed to the start area. I was on row 28 with Cole Kirkpatrick and on one hand I was hopeful that I could use him to pull me along and on the other hand I was hopeful he would ride away from me so that I had clear trail. We took off from the start of the first test section and I jumped right on his rear tire. He blew apart the berm in the second turn and I was essentially blinded. When the front end plowed through the silt, I hit the ground and became traction for the rest of the riders on our row. What a way to start!

The rest of that test got no better for me and I felt really slow (and I was – losing over two minutes to class leader Greg Gillian) in there. The next test didn’t go a lot better as I struggled to find any confidence in the slippery terrain and found myself “just riding” rather than attacking until someone caught me, then I would pick it up.

The Rambo section was challenging with not a lot of places to pass and I got held up a time or two with guys that had no where to go. Then there was a place where guys got lost and cut a big section of trail out. So to ride a section of trail and the get to the out-check and see guys that started behind me and never passed me, already setting there, was very frustrating.

I recall almost nothing about test four other than it was dusty and slick. Is there a pattern here? The fifth test was just five miles and it was totally hammered from a GP the day before. I rode behind Cole pretty much by Braille for a while until the dust finally cleared and I could ride a better pace. Lafferty was off the side of the trail working on his bike in there and I felt bad for him since he was leading the O/A going into that test.

The last test remained and I was ready for the race to be over. I had enough dust and wind to last me a while. We started in a river bed and there actually wasn’t much dust there – or maybe the 60 mph wind blew it away super fast. After that, it was some more of the same stuff and I beat my way through it and was glad to see the end.

THOUGHTS & OBSERVATIONS: I finished fourth which is far from where I wanted to be. With the way the day started out though and being in ninth after two tests, to keep working my way forward and get to fourth – I’ll take it.

Dale smoked me and took third in the class but I wasn’t even in the same zip code as he was. Gotta work on that.

Andrew suffered some bike issues and had to bow out after test three. He rode the Air Group VIP bike and I’ve already got the problem resolved (which was a quick 20 second fix once I heard it run). He was threatening for a top five Open “A” result up to that point. Jack liked what he saw out of Andrew and has offered him another shot at round four in Tennessee.

Big thanks to Dad, Steph, Jarod, and the boys for all of their help in some crappy spectator/crew elements.

QUICKEST ON THE DAY: 1. Pierce (KTM); 2. Gillian (Kaw); 3. Rector (KTM); 4. LEIVAN (KTM); 5. Harrison (Yam)

THE NEXT WHAT/WHERE/WHEN: Round 4 National Enduro; West Point, TN; April 17

THANKS AGAIN FOR ALL OF YOUR SUPPORT!

SPONSOR LIST – HELPING ME MAKE IT HAPPEN
AIR GROUP RADIANT RACING :: KTM NORTH AMERICA

ARAI :: ATHENA :: BULLET PROOF DESIGNS 

CLOCKWORK :: DUNLOP :: ENDURO ENGINEERING :: EVS

 FAH-Q :: FASTWAY/PRO MOTO BILLET :: FLY

 HYDRAPAK :: LEOVINCE :: NGK SPARK PLUGS

NICHOLS ENTERPRISE :: OZARK FOAM INSEALATORS

 PIVOT WORKS :: PROUD SIS :: RACE TECH SUSPENSION REKLUSE :: RENTHAL :: SCOTT :: SILKOLENE 

SMS RACING :: SOURCE MX :: TIRE BALLS :: TSUBAKI
