STEVE LEIVAN

2011 RACE REPORT

WHAT/WHERE/WHEN: Round 4 National Enduro; Westpoint, TN; April 17

MY BIKE: KTM 350 XCF

HOW IT ENDED:  3rd Vet “A”

BEFORE THE START: Dad, Andrew Smith (Air Group Radiant guest rider), and I headed to Tennessee on Thursday afternoon for the fourth round of the NEPG season. Around 10 p.m. we stopped for the night and woke up early in the morning to the sound of rain pounding on the roof. The rain continued for most all of Friday.

When we got to the race site, there were huge “ponds” everywhere and we managed to find a spot close to the road to get set up that had not quite as much water standing as some other spots. The rain let up for about an hour so we hurried to get the awning put up and just as we finished, the rain came back.

Saturday was chilly and overcast, but the rain seemed to be over and the ground was drying up nicely. I didn’t have much to do so I created some projects and watched some of the other guys change tires (or try to). The local word was that this place sheds water and the conditions would be prime by Sunday. Sounded like promoter talk to me.

THE RACE: I was on row 28 with fellow Air Groupers Cole Kirkpatrick and Travis Anderson. We had a six mile road ride to the first test and that was a bit chilly but the day was made for riding. Sunny and supposed to be 70’ish. Doesn’t get much better than that!

Hunter Williams was also on our row and he was the Overall “A” winner in South Carolina so it only made sense that he would tuck in behind Cole and then I would go in third. We had a nice talk about not roosting each other and were on our way in test number one.

I hung with those guys for a little bit and then I bobbled and that was the end of my free ride. From there I was trying to ride hard but wasn’t comfortable with how slippery it was. I expected more of a rut or a groove and we were mostly riding on rooty hard packed slippery stuff instead. Maybe half way into the 10 mile section I lost the front end on an off camber and had to go to the bottom of the hillside to get going again. So that test didn’t go so well.

The second section went about the same way. I stayed close to Hunter, who was staying close to Cole for a ways and then the front end got away from me and I wrapped myself around a tree and had a hell of a time getting going again. After that I rode over my head and crashed again trying to make up for the first one. Two tests, two sloppy rides.

I had some time after test two so Dad and I did some cable tie work to my front fender and number plate to get me through until we got back to camp after test three. I don’t recall much about test three except that it was under five miles and that I yard-saled again in there. Is there a pattern here?

We rode to camp for gas and I did some repairs to my crash damaged machine. That almost turned into a total disaster when I looked at my time wrong and thought I had five more minutes than I actually did. Brian convinced me to get going and I got to the start of test four with a minute to spare.

I rode good in that section and was keeping Hunter in sight and keying off of him and thinking I had turned my day around. Then I popped up over a little mound and buried my bike into a huge rut. I tried lifting it out but didn’t have enough leverage so I jumped into the rut, put my right shoulder under the fender and silencer and stood up, essentially “squatting” the bike out. That still took two tries and in the process I burned a nice circle in the exact size of the silencer end cap into my shoulder. I am now branded Leo Vince for life!

So much for turning it around. Cole and I were talking before test five and I was complaining about how frustrated I was with my riding and I wondered what else was going to go wrong. His mom offered a glimmer of hope when she said maybe the next test would be “less frustrating”. Sounded good to me.

That one started much the same and I was hanging onto those guys and feeling pretty good. They finally slipped away but I was still doing my thing and riding hard. Then I clipped a root, which sent me into a rut I was trying to avoid, and I did a massive endo into a big water hole. I was drenched in red water/mud. I got to the out check and Cole started laughing and said “did you crash again?” I guess the blue/yellow Fly Kinetic gear that I started the day in, was now red/brown Fly Kinetic gear. Hey Bob, got a new color-way for you guys!

We only had one test to go and it was supposed to be a booger. It had some tight stuff and some bigger hills, but all in all, it was a fun test. It was made more fun by me not hitting the ground – finally.

It was definitely a struggle of a day, so I feel very fortunate to get third. I was bummed, but not really about getting third. I was more bummed that my riding was so sloppy. On to the next one. Arkansas will be better. 

THOUGHTS & OBSERVATIONS: Andrew had a solid ride from row 86. He rode the 300 Gas Gas to sixth in the Open “A” class and did a good job for the team.

We had a long Monday. Home at 4:15 a.m. and then washed a half dozen motorcycles and the hauler from end to end.

Congrats to Russell Bobbitt who is killing it this year. Really cool to see the kid rebound when some counted him out after “only” finishing third last year.

Thanks again to the Air Group team for making this NEPG season possible and to Dad for all of his help during these long weekends.

QUICKEST ON THE DAY: 1. Pierce (KTM); 2. Pasqua (Yam); 3. LEIVAN (KTM); 4. Ketchum (KTM); 5. Holasek (KTM)
THANKS AGAIN FOR ALL OF YOUR SUPPORT!

SPONSOR LIST – HELPING ME MAKE IT HAPPEN
AIR GROUP RADIANT RACING :: KTM NORTH AMERICA

ARAI :: ATHENA :: BULLET PROOF DESIGNS 

CLOCKWORK :: DUNLOP :: ENDURO ENGINEERING :: EVS

 FAH-Q :: FASTWAY/PRO MOTO BILLET :: FLY

 HYDRAPAK :: LEOVINCE :: NGK SPARK PLUGS

NICHOLS ENTERPRISE :: OZARK FOAM INSEALATORS

 PIVOT WORKS :: PROUD SIS :: RACE TECH SUSPENSION REKLUSE :: RENTHAL :: SCOTT :: SILKOLENE 

SMS RACING :: SOURCE MX :: TIRE BALLS :: TSUBAKI
