STEVE LEIVAN

2011 RACE REPORT

WHAT/WHERE/WHEN: Round 9 National Enduro; Chandlersville, OH; August 28

MY BIKE: KTM 350 SXF

HOW IT ENDED:  1st Vet “A” – 21st OVERALL
BEFORE THE START: When the EX was over in Indy, we loaded up and headed towards Ohio around midnight. We stopped about 1:30 a.m. and got a hotel room and while most of the crew headed to bed, Jack Morrison and I grabbed a bite to eat. We were on the road again at 9 the next morning and at the Zanesville Trail Riders race site just after noon.

What a cool place to stage a race! We were right in town with a country store and restaurant and the whole community seemed to be behind the event. Throw in great weather and what sounded like excellent conditions, and it all sounded like fun.

We had a few little things to do to the bikes to be ready for Sunday but mostly I just hung out, relaxed, and tried to recover from the race the night before. I decided to ride my SXF for this race for no reason other than “just because” - and it was ready. It has been a pretty hectic few weeks it seems like I keep getting more and more behind. So the SXF was ready and it got the call.

THE RACE: Row 28 is where I took off from this week with Cole Kirkpatrick and Hunter Williams as a couple of my row-mates. We did a short woods transfer section at the start and it was already rutted – heavily. It made me wonder what the rest of the day would be like…..

We got to the start of the first test and I followed those guys in. Cole had trouble almost immediately and Hunter and I went by him. It was a little tough to read the trail and the arrowing was funky – good, but funky. Hunter and I passed each other a couple of times in that test and I felt like I was riding well.

The next test was a little longer and Hunter and I rode that one together most of the way. The sections were fast and the conditions were great so it made for good “racing” and he and I were able to key off of each other and roll along pretty good through that section too. 

Most every section was fun and fast paced and I felt like it was a series of "mini" hare scrambles. Hunter and I passed each other many times throughout the day and took turns trying to keep pace with Cole. Near the end of test five my bike started to sputter and pop and I figured that the fuel injector was clogging up. I was pretty nervous about the final test since it was the longest and I felt like I was having a solid ride and I was afraid it was going to be all for nothing.

I followed Cole in and kept pace for a while. There was a huge uphill littered with spectators and I was able to blast up it and catch some air at the top for the Mav TV cameras. The further the test went the more my bike started to pop but I was able to keep it running. The middle of the section had some killer waterfalls and creek sections that would have been even more fun at a slow pace since I was kind of in a hurry and didn't have time to gander much.

I made it out of the test without any further problems and headed back to camp to wait for the scores. I ended up winning the +30 "A" class and won all six tests (one tie) in the process; which was awesome; and a great way to end a bitchin' weekend.

THOUGHTS & OBSERVATIONS:  I was pretty pumped to get my second win of the NEPG season. It seems like when I am on, I am on, and this was one of those days.

Congrats to Tommy Pierce for wrapping up the class (+30 "A") at this round. TP has been the guy to beat most of the time and I feel fortunate to be one of the few guys that could give him a challenge. Maybe he will let me have another shot at him in 2012.

Thanks to Dad, Richard, Candiace, and the AGR crew for their help and for chasing us around all day.

One round is left for the 2011 NEPG. Indiana is the final round on October 1. This race is usually really fun so I am looking forward to it.

QUICKEST ON THE DAY: 1. LEIVAN (KTM); 2. Barber (Hus); 3. Pierce (KTM); 4. Ketchum (KTM): 5. Kehlmeier

THE NEXT WHAT/WHERE/WHEN:  Round 7 TORN, Callisburg, TX; Sept 3&4  
THANKS AGAIN FOR ALL OF YOUR SUPPORT!

SPONSOR LIST – HELPING ME MAKE IT HAPPEN
AIR GROUP RADIANT RACING :: KTM NORTH AMERICA

ARAI :: ATHENA :: BULLET PROOF DESIGNS 

CLOCKWORK :: DUNLOP :: ENDURO ENGINEERING :: EVS

 FAH-Q :: FASTWAY/PRO MOTO BILLET :: FLY

 HYDRAPAK :: LEOVINCE :: NGK SPARK PLUGS

NICHOLS ENTERPRISE :: OZARK FOAM INSEALATORS

 PIVOT WORKS :: PROUD SIS :: RACE TECH SUSPENSION REKLUSE :: RENTHAL :: SCOTT :: SILKOLENE 

SMS RACING :: SOURCE MX :: TIRE BALLS :: TSUBAKI

YELLOW WOOD PHOTOGRAPHY

