STEVE LEIVAN

2011 RACE REPORT

WHAT/WHERE/WHEN: Off Road Cup; Mansfield, LA; March 5

MY BIKE: KTM 350 SXF

HOW IT ENDED:  OVERALL WINNERS – MIDWEST OFF ROAD EVENTS
BEFORE THE START: Months ago, word surfaced about a cool sounding new event pitting series against series. It was called the Off Road Cup and it would be held near Shreveport, LA. The format was a hare scramble type event, 9 hours long, and each team would be made up of three members. Each rider could use their own bike and all of the riding would be during the daylight hours.

With me being heavily involved with the new series Midwest Off Road Events (MORE), I thought that this would be a great way for us to try to get the word out about our series; as well as a chance to represent Missouri. I chatted with the promoter, told him what we were up to, and asked if we could have a team. He was all about it. 

Caleb Wohletz (who won the Missouri HS title in 2010) wanted to go and so did Dale Rector (2-time Black Jack Enduro Champ) so Team MORE was born. Although we were all able to ride our own bikes, we were all on KTM 350 SXFs so if we did have a problem during the race, sharing a bike would be easy.

Dale and I rode the Friday practice on the moto track after walking and pedaling a bit of the trail sections. The layout was pretty basic, no technical stuff to speak of, just quick paced trail through small pine trees for the most part. There were lots of turns to memorize and a mix of established and new trail. It was a going to get rough due to the soft soil but the conditions appeared to be quite good – at that time.

THE RACE: Start time was 8:00 a.m. and there was a light rain coming down. We were all concerned about keeping goggles on and not much else. It turns out there was plenty more to worry about. Caleb started out for us and after a slow start he made some quick passes and got to the woods in fourth. In short order he moved up to second and latched on to Trampas Parker (Louisiana Cross Country (LACC)).

Caleb stayed with him the first lap but then had to ditch his goggles and dropped back by 30 seconds on the next lap. Dale took over for two laps and worked his way into the lead on lap four. He passed off to me; with a 15 second lead; as the rain really started to come down. We were two hours in when I took off and the trail was getting hammered. I made a couple of early mistakes and then got stuck a time or two. Even with the trouble, I pulled another 45 seconds giving us a minute gap over the LACC team.

Things changed a bunch on lap six when the other Pro teams missed a turn off of a road section. I almost overshot it but remembered it from the lap before. It cut out several minutes of trail and we dropped back to fourth place without me even knowing it (or ever getting passed). We went from a minute lead to over four minutes down just-like-that.

I switched off to Caleb and then got informed that we were way behind now. He didn’t know what had happened either, just that we were no longer in front. While he went to work and was on a mission, I talked to the other teams about what had happened. No one had done anything intentionally and they were just as confused as we were and wanted to make things right. Track officials went out to fix the problem areas and told me to tell my teammates to just keep riding hard. I did. 

Caleb ripped off three fast laps and handed off to Dale again. Dale took the lead back for us on lap 10, I got back on for laps 12 and 13, and switched off to Caleb for lap 14 with a little over three minutes on the LACC team and just over six minutes on the Hillbilly Grand Prix (HBGP) guys. We were back in it.

The promoters came over about that time and said that since we didn’t miss the course earlier in the race (while most of our competition did), they were giving us four minutes back. They told the other teams as well.

So we went from a solid lead (HIGH) – to dropping way back (LOW) – to riding our way back to the front (HIGH) – to getting some time back (HIGH) – to another bit of adversity (LOW). On lap 14 Caleb stepped off in a wide open section. His dad was right there spotting for us when it happened. He came over the radio that Caleb was down hard but still going – although at a slower pace.

When Caleb came in after one lap, Dale stepped back on for three laps since we assumed that Caleb was done for the day. Dale would run three and then the plan was for me to run three to the end. LACC had Parker back on the bike and he was on a tear and knew they needed to attack us now. 

LACC took the lead on lap 15, Dale got it back on 16 for us, and then LACC rider Andy Beebe took it back on 17. I got back on for lap 18 a minute down – which was really three minutes ahead – but Parker was back on the bike and “on it”. I rode a steady lap until close to the end when I got stuck. I was there for over a minute and it took four attempts for me to get out. I could see the race slipping away.

I got close to the pits and Steph gave me the pit board that said “–3:00 and CALEB IS READY”. He had been pacing the pits muttering something about “redeeming himself”. There were two laps left and I pulled in the pits to let him try to win the thing for us.

He made up 12 seconds on lap 19 which gave us a 40 second lead and then he knocked another minute off the last lap. The LACC guys crossed the line and 2:15 later Caleb came in which gave us the win by 1:45.

For a race that lasted 9 hours and 15 minutes, it’s crazy how close it turned out to be. There were times that we were five minutes up and times that the LACC team was five minutes up. Then with two laps to go the gap was less than 30 seconds. It was a crazy race with a strange set of circumstances for sure.

Everyone on our team worked hard all day and we were all committed to doing whatever it took to try to win. All of the personal ego stuff was left at home this weekend and everything we did was for the team as a whole. I think we worked really good together.

All of us were really excited to get our name on the Off Road Cup first! The trophy will travel to all of the MORE events this year and then we’ll take it back to the race in 2012 to try to win it again.

THOUGHTS & OBSERVATIONS: A huge thanks goes out to all of the supporters we had this weekend. We had people out on the course watching for us, people helping with the rider exchanges and cleaning the bikes, the girls that kept times for all of us so that we knew who was the quickest (and needed to be on the bike), and all of the other stuff that goes into a true team effort. To the Rectors’, Wohletzs’, Pratts’, and Leivans’ – THANK YOU!

While we represented Team MORE, our race sponsor was “Proud Sis”. She took care of a lot of things for us and kept us all in line leading up to the race. She had one goal for us – to win. She did a great job as team manager. Thanks Steph!

Our Expert class team was Team Comeback – Andrew Smith, Lance Hees, and Jordan Edwards. They rode really good all day and ended up finishing on the podium in third place. They actually were leading the race from about lap five through lap nine and were in a great battle with the two teams from the Hillbilly GP series. Jordan finally had bike trouble and had to walk back to the pits to change riders and that put them a lap down. They never quit charging and held on to third. I am proud of how all of those guys rode.

Shannon and Tanner Kenworthy rode with Bo Dean in the Novice class and they were the class leaders after several hours. They suffered clutch problems later in the race (twice) and dropped way back, but put in a great effort to that point. 

As I said on the podium, my hats off to Caleb and Dale. Every time that Dale got on the bike, he got us into the lead – and that was big. Caleb was a warrior. His second run pulled us back into contention and his last two laps, well, they were amazing. He sucked it up big time and did what he had to do. Dale gave him the pit board the last lap. Three words – “ALL OR NOTHING”. He chose to “give” the first word.

For me, well, I tried to fill in the gaps for them. I usually got handed the bike when we were leading and I tried to “manage the race”. I didn’t want to do anything stupid and lose the lead so I did what I could to maintain (or extend) what lead we had. Dale was the guy who got us in front and Caleb was the guy who pushed the limits to keep us there. That means there was less to talk about from my times on the bike. And I’m totally cool with that. After all, we did win the race as a team.

QUICKEST ON THE DAY: 1. MORE – Leivan; Rector; Wohletz (KTM/KTM/KTM); 2. LACC – Parker, Beebe, Sturgess (KTM/KTM/Yam); 3. HBGP – Henslee; Lems; Neill (KTM/HBG/Yam)

THE NEXT WHAT/WHERE/WHEN: Round 1 Missouri Hare Scrambles; Lincoln, MO; March 13

THANKS AGAIN FOR ALL OF YOUR SUPPORT!

SPONSOR LIST – HELPING ME MAKE IT HAPPEN
AIR GROUP RADIANT RACING :: KTM NORTH AMERICA

ARAI :: ATHENA :: BULLET PROOF DESIGNS 

CLOCKWORK :: DUNLOP :: ENDURO ENGINEERING :: EVS

 FAH-Q :: FASTWAY/PRO MOTO BILLET :: FLY

 HYDRAPAK :: LEOVINCE :: NGK SPARK PLUGS

NICHOLS ENTERPRISE :: OZARK FOAM INSEALATORS

 PIVOT WORKS :: PROUD SIS :: RACE TECH SUSPENSION REKLUSE :: RENTHAL :: SCOTT :: SILKOLENE 

SMS RACING :: SOURCE MX :: TIRE BALLS :: TSUBAKI
