STEVE LEIVAN

2011 RACE REPORT

WHAT/WHERE/WHEN: Springfield EX; Springfield, MO; February 18

MY BIKE: KTM 350 SXF

HOW IT ENDED:  2nd Pro Open Money



         10th Pro

BEFORE THE START: Missouri got its’ first ever “Indoor Enduro X” this past weekend. My schedule was already full that weekend but we made time to get to the Enduro X on Friday and get at least get one days worth of fun – or something.

The track was pretty good and had enough challenges to accommodate all skill levels. Before my night was over it had more than enough of those challenges.

THE RACES: When opening ceremonies were getting underway, the promoter asked a few of us to come participate. He asked me to park on the big tires and when I headed that way, I spun going up and fell backwards off of them. Luckily only ¾ of the people in the arena saw it happen. My night got no better from there on.

In the Pro Open Money (or whatever it was called), I holeshotted the heat race and then fell all alone (while leading) in the rocks and ended up third. No big deal as the main is what really mattered.

My Pro heat race I was in third (top five transfer to the main) and fell exiting the sand. For some reason, I had trouble getting the bike started and finished sixth which was one spot form qualifying. I had to ride the LCQ where only two would go to the main and I ended up getting the last spot in with my second place finish.

The Pro Open Money race was kind of a yawner. I got going in second with Zach Neill leading the way. I made a few mistakes and allowed him to get far enough ahead that I had no real chance of catching him. I rode it out and collected a few bucks for second.

The Pro Main got off to a rough start. I was on the back row and I knew the second turn would be a fiasco. It was. There was enough room for two or three bikes and there were 12 of us trying to get through there. I got hit from behind when I failed to get over the wall of logs and when I did my knee popped out of place. I got off the bike to put it back in and got run into again. Can we please calm down?

Finally I got going in near last. Somehow I linked together a few good laps and passed a bunch of guys. It sounded like I got up to sixth or so and then crashed in the rocks trying to pass my buddy Dale Rector – he crashed too! By the time I broke free from there I had been lapped. I fell at least three times in the sand pit and once more in the rocks. The bad one was in the firewood when I popped my knee out again and had to fall over so I could work it back into place.

When it ended, I was 10th which means I beat the two guys who DNF’ed. I guess the only way it would have been worse was watching from the stands. That might not have been so bad though!

From there we loaded up the van and left at midnight for the TORO race.

THOUGHTS & OBSERVATIONS: To say I struggled would be an understatement. It was a rough night and one that couldn’t get over quick enough. I did  bust out some big air over those damn tires though!

Good job to the promoters for putting on an event like this. Hope they do it again.

QUICKEST ON THE DAY: 1. Neill (Yam); 2. Henslee (KTM). 3. Wohletz (KTM); 4. Edwards (KTM); 5. Rector (KTM)

THE NEXT WHAT/WHERE/WHEN: Round 6 TORO; Thackerville, OK; February 20

THANKS AGAIN FOR ALL OF YOUR SUPPORT!

SPONSOR LIST – HELPING ME MAKE IT HAPPEN
AIR GROUP RADIANT RACING :: KTM NORTH AMERICA

ARAI :: ATHENA :: BULLET PROOF DESIGNS 

CLOCKWORK :: DUNLOP :: ENDURO ENGINEERING :: EVS

 FAH-Q :: FASTWAY/PRO MOTO BILLET :: FLY

 HYDRAPAK :: LEOVINCE :: NGK SPARK PLUGS

NICHOLS ENTERPRISE :: OZARK FOAM INSEALATORS

 PIVOT WORKS :: PROUD SIS :: RACE TECH SUSPENSION REKLUSE :: RENTHAL :: SCOTT :: SILKOLENE 

SMS RACING :: SOURCE MX :: TIRE BALLS :: TSUBAKI
