STEVE LEIVAN

2010 RACE REPORT

WHAT/WHERE/WHEN: Round 3 TORO; Denton, TX; December 12

MY BIKE: WR290

HOW IT ENDED:  8th Pro

BEFORE THE START: With the weather being for the birds in Missouri, we headed for a warmer climate and round three of the TORO series in Texas. While it wasn’t really “warm” down there, it was much better than it is at home right now (15 without the wind chill).

I got to the track on Saturday just before noon and got word that it had not rained “forever” and the course was hard and slick and dusty. Great! I do not like riding hard-pack and I’m not much good at it; which probably explains why I don’t like it! I headed out for practice and found that it was even sketchier than I expected it to be. Not only was it rock hard, but there was a layer of silt on top of most of the course which made it even worse.

After a couple of laps, I took a breather and heard everyone else saying pretty much the same thing. That it was slick and they couldn’t find any traction. At least I wasn’t alone. I did a couple more laps and tried to change the way I was riding to make things better, but it was still unpredictable so after four laps I called it a day.

I watched Colton pretty much dominate the 50 Expert race (yeah!) and then did some bike maintenance, some bench racing, and called it a night.

We were the second race on Sunday so I slept till 8:30 or so.

THE RACE: My jump at the start wasn’t too, good but maybe that was for the best since there were a lot of guys that were willing to go faster than I was comfortable with. I settled in and dealt with the lack of traction and surplus of dust. 

I think I was 9th the first lap, then 8th the second lap, and then 7th on lap three. I was trying to tell myself to just keep riding within my comfort zone and that was going alright and I was slowly making progress.

The fourth lap I tried to step it up a bit and I was “getting away with it” until I broke loose coming out of a left hand turn. 

The bike swapped right, then left, and then back right and spit me off. I thought I was going to get off of it fairly easily until my knee braces got hung on my hand deflectors and instead of getting thrown past the bike, I basically ran over myself. I drove my head into the ground and when it was all said and done, I was still hung by my braces on my handguards and I had a hell of a time getting loose.

I think I lost something during the crash – my motivation! It took me a few miles to get back up to my pace and I finished the last two laps with no further drama.

THOUGHTS & OBSERVATIONS: 8th place isn’t what I was hoping for, but that’s how it goes and I came away basically healthy - except for a couple hammered knees.

This was the last race of 2010 and my 38th race this year. It’s been busy, fun, and always an adventure.

CJ rode his KTM 50 and finished his race. He hasn’t ridden the bike much and the last time he rode it he lawn-darted, so he was a lot tentative this week. But, he got out there and finished – even if he left all of his antifreeze on the track.

Colton rode an awesome race on his 50 and looked like he was in “all business” mode. He is on it right now!

Dad had an awesome race in the +60 class. He nearly got the holeshot and then battled it out for second place for two laps. Best race I’ve seen him in for years! He ended up getting away from the guy to take runner-up. It was cool.

That’s it for this year. Thanks for keeping up with my world and to my supporters for all of their help!

Happy Holidays!

QUICKEST ON THE DAY: 1. Ishmael (Kaw); 2. Henderson (Kaw); 3. Storrie (KTM); 4. Franklin (Gas); 5. Bailey (KTM)
THANKS AGAIN FOR ALL OF YOUR SUPPORT!

SPONSOR LIST – HELPING ME MAKE IT HAPPEN
ALLIANCE - ARAI - ATHENA - CLARKE - DP BRAKES - DUNLOP 

EVS - FAH-Q - FASTWAY - FLATLAND RACING
 FLY - HOT CAMS - HYDRAPAK  - LEO VINCE - NGK 

OZARK FOAM INSEALATORS - PIVOT WORKS

PRO MOTO BILLET – PROUD SIS - RACE TECH SUSPENSION

 REKLUSE - RENTHAL - SCOTT - SILKOLENE
SOURCE MX - SPORT CYCLES - TIRE BALLS

TSUBAKI - YAMAHA MOTOR CORPORATION
