STEVE LEIVAN

2012 RACE REPORT
WHAT/WHERE/WHEN: Round 4 TORO; Callisburg, TX; January 8

MY BIKE: KTM 250 XC

HOW IT ENDED: 6th Pro

BEFORE THE START: Round four of the TORO series was this weekend just east of Gainesville. I raced at the property in September for a TORN race and although that one was fast, slick, and dusty, I had heard that there was some killer terrain available so I was looking forward to this one.

Andrew Smith bought my KTM 250 XCF a couple of weeks ago and he was chomping at the bit to go racing and get a warm up for this years National Enduro series. We met at my house around 5:00 and I installed my new LeoVince silencer and we loaded the van. Dad went with us and the three of us were on the road around 7:00 – with burgers and chips and sweet tea in hand courtesy of Mom.

We took off for practice just after 11:00 on Saturday and found that the track really had “it all”. There were some cool “extreme” sections if you wanted them and then just a really good mix of everything that an off-road race should have. It was a bit dusty in the open sections and that was a concern since we were the final race on Sunday and I assumed that would get worse.

We stopped after a lap and grabbed a bite to eat and then went out again with the Kirkpatrick kids. This time we had a faster pace and had a good time trading the lead and working through riders. Andrew had not missed a beat since his last ride in October (bastard!) and he was willing to go faster than I was at times.

Colton wanted to ride the big track (again) so Andrew and I rode a lap with him. He did amazingly well and had zero trouble with any of the most difficult stuff. We were late getting back so that was the end of our Saturday riding. Colton raced the 65 race as soon as we got back and did a great job of hanging in there and “picking up the pieces” to finish second. CJ raced after that and rode about as hard as I have seen him ride even though he had bike trouble.

The Supercross party capped off our Saturday and I did all that I could to sleep in late on Sunday morning since my bike was prepped and we didn’t race until late in the day.

THE RACE: I had a middle of the pack pick for starting position and a middle of the pack jump off the line. That resulted in a near crash but instead I just had to come to a complete stop to avoid running over the crashing bikes and bodies that littered the first corner. I would guess that by the time I got to the trees, there were three people behind me. That number was changed to two when Caleb Ramsay blew past me in an open section like I was tied to a stump – a very large stump with solid roots!

I got in behind Dalton Green and Chris Storrie and followed them for a while. Actually for a long time. They were both riding well and although I felt like I could go faster than them in the woods, I couldn’t do much with them in the open stuff. They both ride the hard packed stuff faster than I do and when they were dicing with one another, that didn’t leave me many options.

After two laps (20.8 miles) I stopped for fuel (no dry break) since I was paranoid about running out. That gave those guys a gap on me but in a couple of miles I had already caught them again. I was a bit frustrated then since it was apparent that I was capable of riding faster but couldn’t seem to find a way around them.

Midway through lap three, Storrie slid out on a hill and Dalton and I both passed him. I then tried to jump a muddy ditch to get by Dalton but was going to have to run into him to do it so I backed off. I followed him for another lap before I aggressively went inside on a long off camber and basically left him no where to go.

I tried to step it up then since I had clean air for the first time in the race. I had no idea what place I was in, I just knew that I needed to ride hard. I saw Cameron Ishmael on the side of the trail; out of gas; and knew that was a freebie spot, but I’ll take it! I stopped again after lap four for another splash of fuel.

I felt like my last lap was good and fast and I was able to catch Troy Sanford about four miles in. He was “done” and gave me an easy way by. I kept charging and caught sight of Cameron Kirkpatrick in the last couple of miles but could get no closer than 5 seconds at then end.

So I finished sixth and was just kind of frustrated overall. I felt like I could go faster than I did but I certainly couldn’t get the passes made when I needed to. With the way it all played out, I had the speed to be top four but it didn’t happen.

THOUGHTS & OBSERVATIONS: My bike uses a lot of gas – 4 ½ gallons in 52 miles. And I am not the only one.

Bonita is next and I heard some new dozer trail =)!

Then it’s on to South Carolina for the first National.

QUICKEST ON THE DAY: 1. Kirkpatrick (KTM); 2. Ramsay (KTM): 3. Henderson (Kaw); 4. Vaughn (KTM); 5. Kirkpatrick (KTM); 6. LEIVAN (KTM); 7. Sanford (KTM); 8. Green (Hon); 9. McClellan (Yam); 10. Ishmael (KTM)

THE NEXT WHAT/WHERE/WHEN: Round 5 TORO; Bonita, TX; January 22

THANKS AGAIN FOR ALL OF YOUR SUPPORT!

SPONSOR LIST – HELPING ME MAKE IT HAPPEN
KTM NORTH AMERICA

ARAI :: BULLET PROOF DESIGNS 

CLOCKWORK :: DUNLOP :: ENDURO ENGINEERING 

 EVS :: FAH-Q :: FLY :: FREEDOM CYCLES

HAMMERHEAD :: LEOVINCE

 NGK SPARK PLUGS :: NICHOLS ENTERPRISE

 PIVOT WORKS :: PROUD SIS

RACE TECH SUSPENSION :: RENTHAL 

 SILKOLENE :: TSUBAKI :: VERTEX

