STEVE LEIVAN

2011 RACE REPORT

WHAT/WHERE/WHEN: Round 6 TORO; Thackerville, OK; February 19-20

MY BIKE: KTM 350 SXF

HOW IT ENDED:  7th Pro

BEFORE THE START: After the EX on Friday night, I drove us out of Missouri and headed south. By 3:30 a.m. I was tired enough to pull over for some sleep. Dad got up a couple of hours later and finished up the drive. I ate a hamburger, drank a Red Bull, and headed out for practice at 11:00.

I had been to I-35 before to ride the moto track and knew it was sandy but I didn’t realize the whole place was sand. Most of it had been smoothed out with a bobcat or something and the first lap was really sketchy. There was no groove. I just felt like I was wallowing on top of the sand. My next lap was much better since it was getting rutted. I did three laps, dialed in the moto section a few times, and then rode a lap with Dad.

THE RACE: I got a fairly crappy start and got to the woods at the back of the pack. Making passes was really tough and I wasn’t digging the course at all. Not only was it rough, but it was twisty enough that you were always close to the trees. Every time I swapped a little I figured I was going to clip a tree at speed and eat it.

It was tough for me to get into a flow and about the time I started feeling better, I went to rail a corner and leaned too, far over and slammed a tree with my shoulder. It didn’t clean me off the bike but I kind of wished it had. From there on I changed my game plan – don’t get hurt!

I focused on my riding after that and tried to change the way I rode the bike. The last half of the race was me experimenting with body position and throttle delivery. I was also trying to ride the edges of the track and miss the rough stuff – looking for lines.

It was a rather lonely race and I ended it in 7th. 

THOUGHTS & OBSERVATIONS: The highlight of the weekend was my nephew Colton winning the 50 “A” class and taking the series championship. He also won the 50 “Overall” for the year so he can run his first #1 plate next season.

This was the final TORO event. I had a couple of good races and a couple of not so good races. It was a really fun season though and I enjoyed seeing everyone that I have met over the years heading south. I ended up 6th in the Pro class for the year.

The off season is officially over:

It’s time for the National Enduro kickoff now. The trailer is at the house getting stocked and ready. The truck got delivered while I was in Oklahoma along with a lot of equipment. It will be a busy and short week to get it all ready and then it’s off to South Carolina.

QUICKEST ON THE DAY: 1. Harmon (KTM); 2. Ishmael (Kaw); 3. Ramsay (KTM); 4. Henderson (Kaw); 5. Bailey (KTM)

THE NEXT WHAT/WHERE/WHEN: Round 1 NEPG; Salley, SC; February 27

THANKS AGAIN FOR ALL OF YOUR SUPPORT!

SPONSOR LIST – HELPING ME MAKE IT HAPPEN
AIR GROUP RADIANT RACING :: KTM NORTH AMERICA

ARAI :: ATHENA :: BULLET PROOF DESIGNS 

CLOCKWORK :: DUNLOP :: ENDURO ENGINEERING :: EVS

 FAH-Q :: FASTWAY/PRO MOTO BILLET :: FLY

 HYDRAPAK :: LEOVINCE :: NGK SPARK PLUGS

NICHOLS ENTERPRISE :: OZARK FOAM INSEALATORS

 PIVOT WORKS :: PROUD SIS :: RACE TECH SUSPENSION REKLUSE :: RENTHAL :: SCOTT :: SILKOLENE 

SMS RACING :: SOURCE MX :: TIRE BALLS :: TSUBAKI
