STEVE LEIVAN

2011 RACE REPORT

WHAT/WHERE/WHEN: Round 2 TSCEC; Gilmer, TX; February 13

MY BIKE: KTM 350 SXF

HOW IT ENDED:  4th Overall

BEFORE THE START: Like most places in the Midwest, Missouri got dumped on with heaps of snow the past week and freezing temperatures. Finding a place to get in some productive riding anywhere close to home is going to be pretty much non-existent for a while. Dale Rector and I talked about what we could do and we both found the Barnwell Mountain TSCEC round on the schedule and on Friday, we decided to pull the trigger and head to warmer and drier weather.

“The Comeback Kids” – Andrew Smith and Lance Hees – also decided to go with us in an attempt to get some much needed seat time for the upcoming Off-Road Cup event in Louisiana. I put them both on some blue bikes for the weekend; since by the time they decided to go, there wasn’t much time for maintenance – and both of their rides needed some!

After a longer than expected drive down, I wheeled us into the parking lot just before 1:00 a.m. The 7 o’clock riders meeting would be EARLY! We got signed up in the morning and Lance and I got row 59 while Dale and Andrew were on 58. Conditions looked stellar and the temperature was prime. What a good day to be on a dirt bike.

THE RACE: The first test was 7 miles long and in the first couple of miles there was a rather tough hill that must have had 30 riders stuck on it when I got there. I picked my way through them and found my way to the top. The test was pretty tight and getting around guys was a chore sometimes, but it was really fun trail. I ended up third quickest in that one.

The next test was similar but had some faster stuff in it where you could let your bike breathe. I was third in that one also. The third test seemed to be the most difficult for me to get comfortable in. I felt like we were running the trail backwards or something. It was still fun but I hard a harder time finding a flow in that one. From there it was back to camp for some fuel and food.

The last loop was bitchin’. We rode some of the same stuff and then some new trail with some killer hills. Definitely tough. The fourth test was the same as the first one – this time with a lot less traffic. I picked up the pace by 40 seconds this time through.

Test five took off in the same place as test two but headed out a different way. It had some really jacked up hills with no flow at all – just up-turn-down-turn repeat. That led to a really loose uphill that was long and difficult. Despite some guys being hung up there, I managed to keep spinning and got to the top – finally. 

We ran some familiar trail and the there was an “A & B” course split followed by another “A long” or “A hard” split. The hard way was over a half mile shorter so of course the hardcore guys went that way. It had a mother of a hill in it and I clawed my up that one without much trouble. The course workers said I was the only one to get up it clean – whatever that means!

The last test was the shortest of the day but fairly difficult with a lot of stuff to keep you guessing.

All in all it was an awesome event and totally worth the drive down!
THOUGHTS & OBSERVATIONS: I had a lot of fun and I am so glad that we went. It was a tough race and my first Enduro since October of 2009. With the National series getting ready to kick-off, it was a good warm up for that style of racing.

Of our crew, three of the four of us were in the top 10 overall. Not a bad showing! 

QUICKEST ON THE DAY: 1. Ingram (KTM); 2. Franklin (Gas); 3. Ishmael (Kaw); 4. LEIVAN (KTM); 5. Hogan (Gas); 6. Rector (KTM); 7. Bailey (Yam); 8. Swartz (Yam); 9. Storrie (KTM); 10. Smith (Yam)
THE NEXT WHAT/WHERE/WHEN: Springfield Endurocross; Springfield, MO; 





       February 18 (Friday)






       Round 6 TORO; Thackerville, OK






       February 19-20

THANKS AGAIN FOR ALL OF YOUR SUPPORT!

SPONSOR LIST – HELPING ME MAKE IT HAPPEN
AIR GROUP RADIANT RACING :: KTM NORTH AMERICA

ARAI :: ATHENA :: BULLET PROOF DESIGNS 

CLOCKWORK :: DUNLOP :: ENDURO ENGINEERING :: EVS

 FAH-Q :: FASTWAY/PRO MOTO BILLET :: FLY

 HYDRAPAK :: LEOVINCE :: NGK SPARK PLUGS

NICHOLS ENTERPRISE :: OZARK FOAM INSEALATORS

 PIVOT WORKS :: PROUD SIS :: RACE TECH SUSPENSION REKLUSE :: RENTHAL :: SCOTT :: SILKOLENE 

SMS RACING :: SOURCE MX :: TIRE BALLS :: TSUBAKI
