STEVE LEIVAN

2011 RACE REPORT

WHAT/WHERE/WHEN: Round 3 National Endurocross; Indianapolis, IN; August 26

MY BIKE: KTM 250 XCF

HOW IT ENDED:  2nd Vet Main



         Qualified for Expert Night Show

BEFORE THE START: This weekend we had the ninth round of the NEPG series in Ohio and it worked out that the National Endurocross show was in Indy on Friday. Since I am always looking for “one more race”; and Indy is on the way to Ohio; it seemed logical to take in my first Endurocross of the year.

Andrew Smith was set to be the guest rider for Air Group this week at the NEPG; and he is usually up for about anything; so he got signed up for the EX as well. Dad, Andrew, Candiace, and I headed out from the farm on Thursday morning and arrived at the Pepsi Arena just before dark. We got the rig washed, the tent set up, groceries bought, and some supper at Steak-n-Shake before calling it a night.

The track walk was first on the agenda Friday morning and the course looked “pretty basic” for Endurocross. There was no Matrix or firewood section and it seemed like the gaps between the obstacles were longer than what I remembered from previous years. It looked to be faster than a typical EX track.

When practice started things seemed to be much like I thought. There was stuff to jump and a lot of “on and off the gas” stuff. It was like you raced from obstacle to obstacle. My practice sessions went good and aside from endo-ing into the pond while jumping in on lap one of practice, I stayed off the ground and felt good.

I won my Vet qualifier pretty handily; which put me into the night show; and got a direct seed into the Expert night program as well. After day qualifiers the track got modified a bit and became tougher and the water in the pond made sure lots of the track would be slippery.

THE RACE:  The Vet Main was my first race of the night and I had first gate pick so I lined up three spots from the inside. I got a great jump and by the time we got to the second turn I was in the lead. My first two laps were smooth and precise and I was able to get through the rocks without trouble and jump into the pond both laps. The last lap was a different story though as I seemed to encounter about a half dozen lapped riders at the wrong time.

The first rock section had three or four guys bottled up and I was forced into a line that ended up putting me down. I got going pretty quickly and gave a glance back and felt like I still had a solid lead. This time I wasn't able to jump into the pond due to traffic but I didn't think it was a big deal since I thought my lead was still pretty big. I took the cautious line around the outside of the rock turn and as I did, I heard a bike rev next to me and realized that Adam Booth had caught me.

We came out of the rocks close together and got closer when we hit going into the final turn. He bounced over the barrier logs and I bounced off the ground. I got up quick but he was able to stay on two wheels and he beat me to the finish line.

It was pretty frustrating to lead that long and then snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. But I rode good for most of the race and spent some time leading so I can’t be super bummed.

The Expert stuff was eventful. As the night went on the track got slicker and the corners got more rutted. To say that it was challenging would be an understatement. I made it through the heat race and the semi and thought my Expert night was over but then got called to the LCQ as well. I wasn't planning on that one since the Dash for Cash was right after it but I rode it and finished 10th and then went to the line for the Dash; with not a lot of wind left in the sails.

I got a good start but hit neutral and ran straight into the first log and went to last. I rode hard and worked my way back up to fifth but missed the money by a couple of spots.

THOUGHTS & OBSERVATIONS:  Overall I had a really good time riding an EX again. I hadn't been on an EX track since February, had NEVER had my KTM 250 XCF on an EX track, and pretty much just shot from the hip. My bike worked great and did everything that I wanted it to. Thanks to Mike Lafferty for letting me try some triple clamps that made the bike turn like a dream.

One thing that never entered my mind until I was on the podium, was that 2nd was good enough to qualify for the finals in Vegas in November. I had planned on going and trying to qualify there but this takes some pressure off for sure.

Taddy killed it again but Mike Brown is closing in on a victory. The tracks are faster than the once were so I think that may lessen the gap between Taddy and the others. Brownie looks to be the fastest in many sections; to me.

THE NEXT WHAT/WHERE/WHEN: Round 9 National Enduro; Chandlersville, OH; 





       August 28

THANKS AGAIN FOR ALL OF YOUR SUPPORT!

SPONSOR LIST – HELPING ME MAKE IT HAPPEN
AIR GROUP RADIANT RACING :: KTM NORTH AMERICA

ARAI :: ATHENA :: BULLET PROOF DESIGNS 

CLOCKWORK :: DUNLOP :: ENDURO ENGINEERING :: EVS

 FAH-Q :: FASTWAY/PRO MOTO BILLET :: FLY

 HYDRAPAK :: LEOVINCE :: NGK SPARK PLUGS

NICHOLS ENTERPRISE :: OZARK FOAM INSEALATORS

 PIVOT WORKS :: PROUD SIS :: RACE TECH SUSPENSION REKLUSE :: RENTHAL :: SCOTT :: SILKOLENE 

SMS RACING :: SOURCE MX :: TIRE BALLS :: TSUBAKI

YELLOW WOOD PHOTOGRAPHY

